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the eject The existence of the object, whether
perceived or inferred, carries with it a group of
beliefs ; these are always beliefs in the future
sequence of certain of my feelings. The exist-
ence of this table, for example, as an object
in my consciousness, carries with it the belief
that if I climb up on it I shall be able to walk
about on it as if it were the ground. But the
existence of my conception of you in my con-
sciousness carries with it a belief in the exist-
ence of you outside of my consciousness, a
belief which can never be expressed in terms
of the future sequence of my feelings. How
this inference is justified, how consciousness can
testify to the existence of anything outside of
itself, I do not pretend to say ; I need not
untie a knot which the world has cut for me
long ago. It may very well be that I myself
am the only existence, but it is simply ridi-
culous to suppose that anybody else is. The
position of absolute idealism may> therefore, be
left out of count, although each individual may
be unable to justify his dissent from it.

FORMATION   OF  THE  SOCIAL   OBJECT

The belief, however, in the existence of other
men's consciousness, in the existence of ejects,
dominates every thought and every action of
our lives. In the first place, it profoundly